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Iôve been at LARA for 8 months now, and it has been 

fantastic. I canôt believe the amount of things Iôve learned. 

It has been great to meet so many new people, and to 

become part of this great program.  

 
Taking over as interim manager while Meghan is on 

maternity leave, and from Keith as the crop specialist, has 

been a big challengeðthey have worked hard to create a 

respected and successful program, and so Iôd better not ruin 

it! On the plus side, coming into a great organization is also 

a wonderful learning opportunity.  

 
Thank you to everyone who helped out this summerð

LARA has a great team of staff, and terrific cooperators at 

every turn to help get the job done.  

 
In general, the 2012 growing season went well. With high 

temperature and moisture conditions came a steep learning 

curve about crop diseases, especially in canola. Insect pests 

were also prevalent this year. Our cropping trials turned out 

quite well for the most part, as 

well as our forage trials. The 

grazing lease at Olympic Lake ran well this year; thanks to 

Bob and Wanda Austin for doing a terrific job managing 

there.  

 
The fun of farming manifested itself during harvest, when 

our plot combine broke down. Being such a specialized 

piece of equipment, large fixes arenôt usually cheap or 

quick. Luckily, we were able to borrow a combine from 

Chinook Applied Research Association, in Oyen. We canôt 

thank them enough for their generosityðwe couldnôt have 

finished the season with that machine!  

 
The fall has been a flurry of meetings, conferences, and 

trying to figure out what all happened during the summer. 

So many more things to learn!  

 
Weôre looking forward to another great year in 2013, 

learning and conducting trials in the northeast.  

 
All the best in 2013, and thanks again for your continued 

support!  
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Above: Heifers on take-in day at the Olympic Lake 

Grazing Lease, by Lac la Biche.  
Above: Anthesis (flowering) in wheat 

Above: Cereal variety plots in St. Paul (thanks to our  
cooperators R. and J. Beaudin) 

Above: Evan Chalut combining the canola fertility trial 

Above: Ascochyta disease control pea plots in the  

morning dew 

Above: Janet and Vic putting down tarps for the bale grazing 

wastage study 


