Lakeland Agricultural Research Association

On June 22, 2010 Doug Moisey Senior Agronomist withplot shown below and 8 pl/ft2 in the 5.5 mph plot shown
the Canola Council of Canada presented at the LARA Caelow. (Pictures taken June 16).
nola Diagnostic Field Day at the LARA farm by Fort Kent
Here is some of what we learned. At the faster seeding rate plants stands were at therdw
of the optimum plant stand count of 7-14 pl/ft2. This gives
This demonstration was seeded on May 17 and showcasesoom for any other negative impacts that may happen
common mistakes and the subsequent results. It providesiang the year. If there is some extreme weather or pests,
visual demonstration of what is happening with differentplant counts could easily drop below recommended levels.
seeding rates, depths, speeds, spraying practiceszéertili
rates, etc. It may also help you diagnose the problems yfogou are having trouble next spring slowing down while
see in your own fields. seeding canola a good practice to try is to do one pass at a
about 4 mph and compare this plot to the rest of your field.
One message that ACPC has been giving producers is -
SLOW DOWN! And this demonstration shows why. At When you are seeding fast it is difficult to place youdsee
similar seeding depths and rates the plant stand intplttsat 1/2 inch below the surface of the ground. There tends to
were seeded at about 4 mph are superior to those seedbd aiaves of seed placement from deep to shallow causing
about 5.5 mph. Most seeders have a ‘sweet spot’ for segdriable emergence and uneven stands. The deeper seeds
ing speed, you might have to do some testing to find yowrse all of their energy and nutrients just to get to the sur
As of June 22 the plant stand was 13 pl/ft2 in the 4 mphface and is behind from day one. Higher speeds also reduce
the accuracy of seed and fertilizer placemgnbnt'd Pg 6)
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